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world. The office of mistress-general-of-studies, not
being of any practical utility amid so much diversity, was
suppressed, and to each Mother Vicar was entrusted the care
of organising and supervising the studies in her vicariate,
of appointing the mistress-of-studies who should supervise
the work of all the houses, and of calling a vicariate council
every three or four years. But in order to maintain as far
as possible uniformity of outlook on fundamental subjects
the Plan of Studies was re-edited on modern lines such as
would be suitable for French-speaking schools. To them
it is to be considered of obligation, and everywhere else it
is to be a standard and a guide. It enshrines that age-long
and ever-living tradition that had come down through
centuries of Catholic education, and is easy of adaptation
in different periods and different climes.
In conclusion, we may perhaps consider the significance
to-day of the religious, philosophical, and literary character
of this education, and we may quote from the latest edition
of the Plan of Studies.
" Education is a work of progressive development. It
assists the inborn capacities of the child in their earliest
efforts, enlarges their field of action and strengthens them*
It stimulates the activities of the soul, inspiring enthusiasm
for great things, and in general it may be said to bring about
that harmonious unfolding of nature which is favourable
to the action of grace.1. . .
" The kind of study which develops the whole being
and helps to train minds which in the end will be of
greater worth, seems to need more ktitude in the choice of
subjects studied than is possible when the programme of
an examination has to be completed within a given date.
It requires also, and even, perhaps, still more urgently, a
1 Plan of Studies, p. 2.